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Fines for not carrying
the road transport
document

The Spanish Road Traffic Authority is now
enforcing the obligation to carry the road
5o, i o8 transport document inside the truck. If the
=y <) : driver does not produce this document, in

—_— it D

A%, A ('l ) case he is requested to do it, he will be
sa LW S imposed a fine that adds up to the amount
— (7 . of 1000 euros.

The obligation to carry such a document
was provided for by the Act of the 31st of
January, 2003. In Spain, the carriage of

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT goods and liability of the carrier is governed

by two different legal bodies, depending on
EUROPE n.v. atended the whether it is a national or an international

INTERNATIONAL LOISTIC transport. In the first case, the Code of
CONFERENCE COSTA VASCA Commerce (1885), and the Law on Inland

Transport (1987) is to apply. International
(F | COBA) Transport by road is regulated by the CMR
Convention. None of those legal bodies
provide for the obligation to keep a
Transport Document while in transit. All
they say, is that both parties, shipper and
carrier, can ask each other to issue a
transport document.

The obligation to issue the road transport
n the side of the contractual

shipper pedidor”), regardless on
whether h the actual shipper or not.
However, operators started to issue
this docu 0 avoid the risk of being
fined. In th that the driver does not
have the do in place, he can be fined
with a mi of 1.000 Euros. An

International
CMR terms,
document. It
document at ha

Carrier, subject to the
not need to show this
enough to have the CMR

Road carriers normally issue a road
transport document in one way or another,
but its contents has now been well defined:
Name and address of the actual and
contractual shipper, the Transport Operator,
the Consignee; Nature, type, and quantity
of the cargo; Plate Numbers of the truck
and platform.
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The Container that
caused an accident on
board

On March 21° 2006, the 64.000 Tons and
5.500 Teus ship HYUNDAI FORTUNE, built in
1992, was on its way from ports in China
and Singapure through the Gulf of Aden, 60
miles south of the coast of Yemen, when a
huge explosion of unknown origin occurred
below deck and aft of the accommodation,
sending 60 to 90 containers tumbling into
the ocean. The explosion caused a massive
blaze that spread through the stern of the
ship, including the accommodation and the
stacks in front of the accommodation.
Secondary explosions followed as 7
containers full of fireworks also ignited above
deck on the stern. The combined cost of the
ship and lost cargo is now estimated at over
500 million US Dollars. The cause of the
explosion is still to be known and disclosed.

The pool chemical -calcium hypochlorite
reacts violently when exposed to moisture or
heat, and has been involved or suspected in
other explosions aboard container ships in
recent years. Just a few months before, the
3.100 Teus vessel MOL RENAISANCE, calling
for Valencia, suffered a similar accident at
the Red Sea, by a container setting fire in
hull number two. Several containers were
damaged and general average was declared.

Here we can see a photograph of how the
fire developed on board the vessel HYUNDAI
FORTUNE.

It will be enough to know in which container
started the fire so that shippers, freight
forwarders and operators will be called to
exam. Either because they actually carried
out the job of stowing, or because they
arranged for it.

The photograph below relates to a
container that was recently discharged
from the vessel SUSAN BROCHARD in
Geneva. The crew discovered leakage
underneath the doors of the container.
Inside the LCL container there was
corrosive cargo IMO.8 together with
general cargo. TRANSPORT
MANAGEMENT EUROPE n.v. acts as
liability insurer of the freight forwarder
that loaded the container on board the
ship.

The ‘s_unyeyor found that the leaking
occurré: for the out of ordering of the
of Dehyton PS owing to improper
d lack of lashing of the pallet
second tier. With an empty
t 60 cm not secured.

stowed
space o

Damage go was insignificant, but

looking the Hyundai Fortune
photograp can be seen that a very
simple b job can lead to an

extraordina and serious accident at

sea.
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